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Mahindra University Hosts Symposium to Mark 100 Years of Discovery of Indus Valley
Civilisation

Or

Harappan civilisation laid foundation for global trade: ASI expert at Mahindra University
symposium

e Organises symposium displaying priceless artefacts, including 100,000-year-old human-made
stone tools and other antiquities

Hyderabad/New Delhi, 2nd April 2025: Mahindra University hosted a symposium commemorating the
100th anniversary of discovering the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC), a cornerstone of India's historical
heritage. The event brought together distinguished scholars and experts who explored the civilisation's
historical, archaeological, and linguistic significance.

The symposium was organised as a part of the interdisciplinary project of Mahindra University's
research team, which is working on deciphering the Indus Valley script. The project is spearheaded by
different researchers in the fields of media and communication, humanities and social sciences,
linguistics, cognitive sciences, artificial intelligence, and history.

The interdisciplinary symposium featured insights into various aspects of the Indus Valley Civilisation
(IVC), which dates back over 5,000 years. A key highlight was the display of priceless human-made
stone tools, some over 100,000 years old. This significant discovery offers a unique glimpse into the
technological advancements of early human settlements. Rare antiquities from the IVC were also on
display, further enriching the audience's understanding of our rich heritage.

Dr Smita S. Kumar, Superintending Archaeologist from the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),
delivered the keynote address, focusing on the maritime networks of the Harappan civilisation and their
crucial role in shaping its economic and cultural trajectory.

Dr Smita S. Kumar stated, "The legacy of Harappa has lasting economic, cultural, linguistic and
technological impact. It not only shaped the economic landscape of the world but also fostered cross-
cultural interactions that helped lay the foundation for global trade systems in the centuries to come."

The symposium featured talks by eminent scholars, including Prof. K.P. Rao, archaeologist and
honorary professor, University of Hyderabad; Prof. Suchandra Ghosh, Head of the Department
of History, University of Hyderabad; and Dr Radhika Mamidi, Associate Professor, IlIT
Hyderabad, whose expertise and insights left the audience impressed and captivated by their insights.

The event was inaugurated by Dr Yajulu Medury, Vice Chancellor of Mahindra University, who
stated, "This symposium underscores Mahindra University's commitment to fostering interdisciplinary
research and scholarship in significant areas. By bringing together experts from diverse fields, we aim
to improve the understanding of Indus Valley Civilisation, guiding the research project forward."

The team, comprised of Dr Rahul Dass, Associate Professor of journalism at the School of Digital Media
and Communication; Dr Sreedevi Polpakkara, Assistant Professor of linguistics at Ecole Centrale
School of Engineering; Dr Paromita Das Gupta, Assistant Professor of history at the School of Law; Dr
Sunder Bukya, Assistant Professor of cognitive science at Ecole Centrale School of Engineering; and
Dr Nidhi Goyal, Assistant Professor of Al at Ecole Centrale School of Engineering, is bringing together
expertise to the project from eclectic perspectives.
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About Mahindra University:

Mahindra University, Hyderabad (India), is a multi-disciplinary university. It works towards "Educating
future citizens for and of a better world". It is envisioned to be a private University that will play a
significant role in driving quality improvements and innovation in higher education in the coming years.
Mahindra University will focus on generating new knowledge through engagement in cutting-edge
research, creating a spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship, and undertaking collaborative projects
with industry and other academic institutions. The university is backed by Mahindra Educational
Institutions (MEI), a subsidiary of Tech Mahindra Ltd., the flagship IT company of the Mahindra Group,
a US $20.3 billion industrial entity that employs more than 2,56,000 employees across 100 countries.



